
 

 

  

 

INTERPROVINCIAL 

TEAMS 2022 

 The Medwin & Berkowitz  
30th & 31st July 2022 
 

 

Western Cape are in pole position in the Medwin and KwaZulu Natal are leading in the Berkowitz 

but we recommence the second half of this tournament with everything to play for. 

 

 

James Grant (SABF PRESIDENT) 

 

 

Tournament Schedule 

 

 

Saturday 30th July Sunday 31st July 

Session 1 
 
Match 1A – 09:30 
Match 1B – 10:35 
Match 2A – 11:50 

 
 
 
Session 2 
 
Match 2B – 14:00 
Match 3A – 15:05 
Match 3B – 16:20 
 
 

 

Session 1 
 
Match 4A – 09:30 
Match 4B – 10:35 
Match 5A – 11:50 

Session 2 
 
Match 5B – 14:00 
Match 6A – 15:05 
Match 6B – 16:20 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Gauteng Eastern Cape 

Bernard Donde bino2 Ester Goosen 2000and01 

Hennie Fick hcbfick Glynis Dornon glynisd 

Val Bloom valfb Dawn Palmer palmerd 

Nicola Bateman nicolap Shirley Rubin Shirlrub 

    

Kwazulu Natal Western Cape 

Brian Thomas duiker Andrew Cruise cruisey 

Roger Wilson rogerjw Tim Cope tec1234 

Frank Chemaly chemaly Anton Der Kinderen banditos 

Mark Oliff rurban1 Michael Alexander treetops38 

Di Adrain seaview193 Imtiaz Kaprey imtiaz1 

Vanessa Armstrong supervan Martin Grunder em_ge 

  

Medwin Team Information 



 

 

 

 

  

Gauteng Western Cape 

Harold Wilensky harwel Duncan Keet dunx 

Nathan Herscovitz natieh Carol Stanton carol2007 

Ian Katz joe pike 1 Stephen McBride scsm1963 

Deirdre Ingersent Idealbaby Paul Lawrence letaba23 

Sam Trocki tarka1   

Gavin Kreuiter monimus   

 

Kwazulu Natal Eastern Cape 

Johan Bouwer johan42 Alison Puggia ali345 

Chandoo Sunderjee sassycsp Lana Soutar eastcape 

Mary Mutch marykins Richard Etherington richarde 

Beth Oldacre bethold Iain Sutherland isjock 

Berkowitz Team Information 



  Day 2 Results 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Hand 4 
 
Bidding 
Both vulnerable Dealer West 

West    N  E  S  W 

♠ 109862         1S   

♥ K9    Pass  4NT  5C  ? 

♦ AK4 

♣ Q74 

You hold the above hand and are playing key card Blackwood where a bid of 5♣ shows 

1 or 4 key cards, what do you bid? I suggest that when opponents interfere like this you 

forget about Blackwood and rather start worrying about whether you have a club stop. I 

suggest that a pass here denies a first or second round club stop and you can pass the 

ball back to partner. A double from him promises the ace else he must sign off in 5 

spades. 

Di Adrain doubled no doubt showing 1 or 4 controls and Roger, who was chasing points 

at this stage, optimistically ploughed on to a small slam. It made little difference on this 

hand as on a club lead the contract was 2 down. 

 
Here is the full hand: 

Match 4A 



 

 

 

In the other Medwin match where South was able to introduce clubs at the 3 level, 

Martin Grunder tried to convey the message that all was not well by jumping to game in 

spades. But Imtiaz failed to heed the warning and ended up in 5 spades 1 off.  

In the Berkowitz South never introduced his club suit and Paul Lawrence for Western 

Cape bid the slam, but still went 2 off when North led his singleton club. In the other 

match both sides bid to 6 but on the lead of the singleton club Harold Wilensky dropped 

his queen. Convinced this was a singleton South failed to cash the ace and in the end 

play through it away. 6 spades made and a massive swing to Gauteng. 



 

 

Hand 6 

Finally a hand where your playing skills are going to be put to the test. 

Bidding 
E-W vulnerable Dealer East 

East   N  E  S  W 

♠ 74     1C  3D  Dbl   

♥ A1093  Pass  3H  Pass  4H 

♦ 3   All Pass 

♣ AK7643 

The lead is the ♦A and the following dummy goes down 

    West 

♠ 9832 

♥ KQ62        

♦ K65      

♣ QJ 

 

    East 

♠ 74 

♥ A1093        

♦ 3      

♣ AK7643 

 

 North follows with the Jack, a suit preference signal and South dutifully switches to the 

♠A on which North drops the king followed by the ♠6  to partner’s jack. North now 

follows with the ♠Q which you ruff with the ♥10 and are relieved to see South follow with 

the ♠5. Continue. 

Match 4B 



If you have taken the trouble to count the cards you will have realized that the chances 

of making this contract are slim but not impossible. South has turned up with 3 spades 

and surely holds 7 diamonds for his 3♦ bid. That leaves him with just 3 cards in trumps 

and clubs. The trump suit must break 3-2 for you to have a chance and South must hold 

the doubleton leaving him with just 1 club. So play the ♥A followed by a small one to the 

♥K then ruff a diamond (or spade) in your hand followed by a small club to dummy. 

Draw the last trump, cash the ♦K then play another trump leaving you with just the two 

top clubs in your hand to take the last 2 tricks. 

 

Dawn Palmer missed this play and ended 1 off where this contract was made at all the 

other tables, but in fairness to Dawn at no other table was this top defence found so 

hats off to Imtiaz and Martin. 

 

The full hand: 

 



 

  



 

 

In a session with lots of flat hands the only major swing was achieved on this hand 

where KwaZulu Natal faced Western Cape. 

Hand 6 

The full hand: 
 

 
 
Here we see a twist in the same theme discussed earlier in a similar situation. If we 

accept that 4C is a slam try by West then East’s first responsibility is to show a control 

Match 5A 



in this suit. Clearly a pass here denies first or second round control so the inference is 

that when East bids 4D he shows a control in diamonds and clubs. Whatever the 

agreement North’s double seems to have frightened off West from further investigation 

and the slam was missed. 

 
 

 

 

 

Hand 3 

Here’s another hand for you to play. 

Bidding 
E-W vulnerable Dealer South 

East   N  E  S  W 

♠ KQJ9654      2H  Pass   

♥ 6   Pass  2S  Pass  3D 

♦ AQ5  3H  4S 

♣ K106 

This is how the bidding went at one of the tables, but no matter it is the play of the hand 

that is interesting. The lead is the ♥7 (3rd and 5th)  and the following dummy goes down: 

    West 

♠ A 
♥ A54        
♦  1087642      
♣ K106 
 

    East 

♠ KQJ9652 
♥ 6        
♦  AQ5      
♣ Q7 
 

Plan your play. 

 

Match 5B 



Well, let’s start by counting your tricks – if spades behave you have 7 spade tricks, 1 

heart trick, 1 diamond trick and 1 club trick, which adds up to 10. In addition there are 

opportunities to make more tricks, the diamond finesse might work or you could try a 

small club to the queen and if this wins a club back to the 10 playing South for the jack. 

Yes, 11 tricks seems quite likely. Let me warn you that often these are the most 

dangerous hands to play as a confident declarer tends to get sloppy. So far no one has 

made this contract. 

 

The danger in this hand is that North may have started with 5 spades to the 10 in which 

case you must start reducing your trumps immediately. The winning line of play is to ruff 

a heart then return to dummy with the ♠A If all follow you can return to hand with 

another heart ruff then draw the remaining trumps coming safely to 10 tricks. However 

when you return to dummy with the ♠A South shows out and you are extremely happy 

you have embarked on this line of play, but now you face a different problem. Can you 

afford not to ruff a third heart? If South can get in with the ♣A and lead a 4th heart giving 

his partner a discard you may fail to make one of your minor suit tricks. However, you 

can’t end up in a situation where you lose 3 tricks in the minors and are left with only 

trumps in your hand so you ruff a third heart and now play a small club towards dummy. 

When South fails to win this trick you are home and dry. 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re into our final match and Western Cape now holds pole position in both sections, 

but Western Cape face Gauteng who are lying second in the Medwin so can they hold 

on? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Match 6A 



Hand 2 
 

In the main match Martin Grunder chose to open 2♠ third in hand. This worked out well 

as North overcalled 3♥ and went 4 off. In the other room Nicky Bateman opened a more 

natural 1♠ and rebid her suit when North’s 2♥ was passed around to her making 8 tricks 

but 7 imps away. 

In the Berkowitz Harold Wilensky also opened 2♠ 3rd in hand and Duncan Keet also 

overcalled 3♥ going 4 off. 

Here is the hand: 

 



Hand 3 

Another disaster for Gauteng. Hennie Fick decided this was a good moment to try 

something special so opened 3♣ first in hand. This was raised to 5♣ by his partner and 

went 4 off doubled. 

Here is the hand: 

 

 

Here’s what happened in the other room: 

 



 

Val Bloom made a restrained raise to 3♠ (but if the initial double promised a spade suit 

one might argue that the correct bid was 3♥). Although Nicola Bateman had 6 points 

more than she had promised for her initial bid she probably discounted her 3 points in 

hearts and chose to pass. With diamonds breaking 4♠ was cold. Gauteng were now 23 

imps down after the first 3 boards. 

 

 



 

 

In both sections the match was already over bar the shouting, Western Cape running 

our worthy winners in the Medwin and Gauteng taking the Berkowitz. 

Well done, Tim, Andrew, Michael, Anton Imtiaz and Martin in the Medwin. 

And Harold, Nathan, Ian, Deirdre, Sam and Gavin in the Berkowitz! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

For a full set of results uploaded daily go to:  

https://www.sabf.co.za/results  

 

 

Editorial Team 

James Grant – Hand Analysis 

Robert Stephens – Tournament Coordinator 

Nicolette Stephens – Editor 

More Information 

Match 6B 

https://www.sabf.co.za/results

